In the second part of the paper, I employ power measures to investigate how to design a River Basin Committee with a fair representation of different interests. A similar question has been already addressed in the literature in the context of international committees, but mostly under the binary setting. One of the common approaches is the utilitarian one that seeks to maximize the total utility of all citizens. Another is the egalitarian approach that seeks to equalize the power of all citizens as measured by the Banzhaf index. Felsenthal and Machover (1998) 2 adopt the egalitarian approach and show that the optimal weights should be chosen in such a way that each country's Banzhaf index is proportional to Global Water Forum www.globalwaterforum.org | 4 also follow the egalitarian approach, however they use the distributive setting with the nucleolus as the power measure.
In order to investigate this question for the French River Basin Committees, I apply three different power measures suitable for the distributive setting and implement both aforementioned principles. The main policy implication of the exercise, which is in line with the conclusion of the French audit office, is that up to now the committee composition and/or the voting rule has been biased against domestic water users.
One of the possibilities to improve the situation would be to increase the number of domestic users in the River Basin Committees (and possibly other representatives who vote in line with the domestic water users). Obviously, one should be careful with the conclusions as they are based on a set of assumptions concerning the functioning of the committees and the preferences of their members. For example, when considering the distributive voting situations, we have assumed that the representatives of the administration act on behalf of a particular water users' group. It is not straightforward to collect direct evidence supporting that assumption. A careful examination of the proceedings reproducing the synthesis of the debates within the committee would be a first step in that direction.
